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NEW YORK CITY

Go now to revisit the magic
of the movies (including
Meg Ryan's fake orgasm(

KENYA

You don't have to go to the
Mara for great wildlife: we
bring you the secret side

AND 48 MORE!

Travel for ancient mysteries,
great food, total relaxation
and peace of mind

PLUS:

5
EASY
WEEKEND TRIPS
PACK UP AND GO!
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THIS MONTH'S

CITY IN A DAY:
SEOUL

EASY
TRIPS

YOU CAN DO NOW
Marvel at architectural excesses in Chettinad, eat tillyou

drop at Vembanad, go non-veg in Ahmedabad, chill out

in the Himalayas and scale the peaks from Bhandardara
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5 EASY TRIPS

CULTUR
E
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The central courtyard

brings light and air into
Saratha Vilas

Saratha Vilas, Chettinad, Tamil Nadu
COURT THE REGAL LIFE

If you've ever dreamt about
living like a king, there is

a place just two hours from

Tiruchirapalli that will live up to

your imaginings. The drive

through dusty flatlands out to

the province is not encouraging,
but 10 kilometres before your
destination, a fort rises up from
the rocks. And everything
changes when you round that
corner. The road narrows,

buildings close in on both sides.
Saratha Vilas is on a street just
like any other. It is only when
you get past the massive teak

door that you realise you've
come into a kingdom.

Ringing the ancient brass bell
gives you admittance onto a
verandah held up by impossibly
large teak pillars, and then into
a hall that seems to serve no

purpose other than to convey

a sense of overwhelming space,
with ceilings towering a good
nine metres above you and

marble flooring stretching
forever. The inner courtyard
supported by delicately carved
pillars, is as wide as the hall is
high. No street sounds are

allowed past the foot-thick door

into this private domain. Saratha

Vilas, set in a 34,500sqft

property, was built in 1905 by
Tiru SAS Subramanian Chettiar,

a wealthy merchant who had

his headquarters in Malacca in

Malaysia. This is the kingdom of
a man who built his own castle

and indulged his every whim as

he did so. His grandiose vision
is seen not just in the Vaastu

Shastra-ordained layout,
or the scale, or even in the

architecture that is a unique
blend of traditional Hindu-Tamil

and Italianate influences; it lies
in the carved wooden doors

brought here from Kerala, the

marble floors imported from
Italy, the tiles from Japan, the
glass chandeliers from Belgium,
the lacquered boxes from

Burma... And Saratha Vilas is

just one in a league of mansions.

The Chettiars were a clan of

merchant princes, who brought
their wealth back to their

ancestral land, making this

region the centre of a trading
empire. Their dream run ended

when the British left India, but

the substance of their fantasies

still stands, just needing
some love and attention.
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